Dear Parents/ Guardians,
As we embark on this new educational journey together, it is important that
students and parents are familiar with the expectations for remote learning and the
expectations of their classroom teachers. We will be focusing on two forms of remote
learning which are synchronous and asynchronous. You can find a chart on the next
page explaining the difference between the two.
Each classroom teacher will provide an overview for the students as to their
Google Classroom, Wonders, and First in Math codes and login information. Please
make sure to read over this information and reach out to your child’s teacher should
you need clarification or any additional info. Please keep this information in a safe
place.
The teachers have been learning how to utilize Google Classroom and are
working towards their Level I Google Certification. As we begin the school year we
are going to slowly transition into the live-streaming classes for those students who
are remote for the whole week. The equipment to make this happen is already being
installed in the classrooms. For the first two to three weeks, we will be utilizing Zoom
and transitioning to Google Meet which is similar. The students are already familiar
with the Wonders Online Reading Program as well as First in Math. Students will
begin to learn more about Google Classroom and will be using this platform both in
the classroom and remotely. Assignments, quizzes, and tests may be posted on
Google Classroom and graded. We will follow our normal grading scale.
Students will need to be checked in to their classroom teacher by 8:05. Any
student who does not check in will be marked absent for the day. Teachers will
schedule a time to Zoom with students throughout the week. This gives the teacher
time to check in with their remote students, review assignments, answer questions,
and provide mini lessons as needed.
It is extremely important that your child attends this daily session. This time is
not only important to discuss the academic work but a time to build a relationship
with their classroom teacher. Every other Wednesday, remote students will be able to
Zoom with their class. This will provide time for socialization and help to build
classroom community for the students both remote and in-person.

As a reminder, if you wish to return to in-person classroom instruction you will
need to provide the school and teacher notice within one week. Students may opt for
remote learning at any time.
The Pick-Up Day for the start of the year is this Monday from 8am-12pm.
Please use the front entrance near the school office. Pick-up and Drop-off workdays
will be every Monday from 3-4pm starting the week of August 31st. In case of a
holiday that would fall on a Monday, work will be picked up the Friday before from 34pm. Weekly Text and Email Reminders will be sent home for pick-up and drop-off
days. Your child’s classroom teacher will let you know what needs to be turned in and
if there are materials for you to pick up. We thank you for your flexibility and
understanding with this time window. We need to ensure students are out of the
building and that pick up is completed prior to the nightly deep cleaning of the school
building.
This is new to all of us, but we will get through this together. Please reach out
anytime, we are here to help you. The importance of the home and school connection
is critical in remote learning.

Educationally Yours,
Mrs. Kathryn Tiefenthal
Principal

Synchronous and Asynchronous Learning Opportunities
To nurture strong positive connections between students and teachers, St. John Paul II
teachers and staff offer two types of remote learning experiences for students: synchronous and
asynchronous learning.

Synchronous Learning

Definition

Synchronous learning is remote learning
where everyone from a given group is
online at the same time using tools such as
Zoom, Google Meet, Wonders, and First in
Math.
Checking in with students regarding their
social emotional wellness, building
community, and establishing personal
connections.
Engaging students in discussions to ensure
understanding of information.

What does
this look
like?

Previewing or explaining assignments or
expectations of learning tasks.
Answering student questions about one of
the recorded lessons.
Conducting small group instruction.
Modeling or sharing examples of final
products.

Asynchronous Learning
Asynchronous learning is remote
learning where students access prerecorded lessons or independent
learning tasks at any time during the
day.
Viewing recorded instructional videos
of lessons in a content area.
Listening to read alouds and answering
questions.
Engaging in online discussion by
reading and posting responses (i.e. via
Google Classroom or Wonders
Online).
Reading posted literary selections and
responding.
Responding to and collecting student
work.
Completing independent learning tasks
and assignments.

SJPII Remote Learning Expectations
(K-6): A Parent’s Guide to Supporting Remote Learning
As we incorporate remote learning at Saint John Paul II Elementary School, we
need to be mindful of appropriate behavior when using video conferencing and twoway communication applications such as Google Meet or Zoom. Our positive school
climate must extend into our new reality with remote learning.
Please review the following expectations with your child/children to become
comfortable with this new mode of learning.
Please help your child maintain this climate by adhering to the following:
1. Be respectful and school-appropriate always: Please monitor your children as they
access the online learning environment. Be mindful that live lessons are 45-50
minutes or less, so students need to refrain from disrespectful or disruptive
behavior in the virtual classroom. Teachers reserve the right to mute students
whose behavior interrupts the learning environment.
2. Be present and mindful of others. Please prepare your children to be engaged in
the virtual learning classroom prior to each live lesson. It may be helpful for
students to have a good breakfast or snack prior to morning lessons and a good
lunch or snack prior to afternoon lessons.
3. Encourage your children to use the bathroom prior to logging in to each lesson
to avoid unnecessary interruptions.
4. Practice active listening: Active participation in a virtual learning environment can
be tricky as only one voice can come through at a time. Teach children how to
mute themselves, use the chat feature, and how to enter conversations by waiting
for a pause in the discussions.

5. Be punctual: Because live lessons will be less than 45-50 minutes, please make
sure to log in a few minutes prior to the start time of the lesson. This will allow
lessons to start on time and give students the best learning experience possible.
6. If your child is unable to attend a lesson, please email his/her teacher so the
teacher is not concerned about your child’s lack of attendance.
7. Be aware of your surroundings: Find a place in your residence that is free from
distractions where you can also be comfortable and focus on connecting with
your class.
8. Be mindful of your surroundings and what may be seen while you are on video
and remove noisy distractions like pets, TV, and music.
9. Respect privacy as you support your child’s remote learning; please be mindful of
the privacy of other students in the class. Younger students will require time to
adjust to this environment and may forget they are on camera and do or say
something silly. Please encourage your children to be especially patient and
empathetic to others as they learn and grow as remote learners.
10. Recording of class activities by anyone is prohibited. Neither the student nor
parent may record, share, or alter the content of live class-related activities.
11. Dress appropriately: Though we understand that remaining in your homes
encourages a more relaxed dress code than the school environment, please follow
the dress code guidelines to create a learning environment free of distractions. If
your child would not wear something to a dress down day at school, he/she
should not wear that item during a live lesson.
If you have questions about these guidelines and expectations, please contact
Principal Katie Tiefenthal at ktiefenthal@kennedycatholicschools.org.

Remote Wednesday- All Students K-6
Students in Grades K-6 will take part in remote learning on Wednesdays throughout
the school year. All students who are in-person or remote will participate. Wednesday is
serving as a mid-week review. Saint John Paul II Elementary will be deep cleaned on this
day. Teachers and Students will not be permitted in the building. Preschool will continue and
will remain in their wing of the building. The school office will be open if you would need to
call with any questions or concerns. Asynchronous learning will take place on this day.
The students will utilize the online platforms such as Google Classroom and online
learning sites such as Wonders and First in Math. Teachers may send home additional
activities for students to complete independently on this day. Students in Grades 2 through 6
will have Health Class. Mrs. Laeng will post the assignments and class work to Google
Classroom.
For Religion, students will be given a link to view the recorded Mass from Father
Allen at Notre Dame Church. Students will be able to enjoy Mass with their families and
siblings! Questions pertaining to the Readings and the Homily will be posted to Google
Classroom for Grades 2-6 to complete or a hard copy may be sent home as well. Activities
may vary as we move through the Liturgical Year.
Every other Wednesday, students will have the opportunity to Zoom with their
whole class for socialization purposes and to help build the classroom community for the
students at home and in school. The classroom teacher will provide details for these special
class meetings.
Classroom teachers will be available for virtual office hours. Please read over the
information your child’s teacher sends home. The time for the virtual office hours will be
listed. The staff will be in meetings and trainings throughout the day so this will be helpful if
you need to get a hold of them. Should you need any login information for your child, the
office has a master copy for each student and can assist.
Please make sure to read over the information given to your son/daughter from their
classroom teacher. Make sure that all materials are stored in a safe spot as the building will
be closed this day for students and teachers alike.

